The paper examines the constitutionality or otherwise of Lawyers dress code in Nigeria, this has become necessary in view of the fact that the Nigerian Council of Legal Education in conjunction with the Nigerian body of Benchers, by virtue of Law School Code of Conduct Rule 29 (a), imposed mandatory regulation dress for aspirants to the noble profession. The rule made the regulation dress mandatory for both male and female while at law school and in other extra curricula activities; when called to the bar, and when attending Magistrate and all superior courts .However no penalty for non-compliance was stipulated .The paper attempts a comparative analysis of lawyers dress code in Nigeria and other countries like, England and United States and concludes by observing that the imposition of the mandatory dress code in Nigeria is an infraction of Nigerian Lawyers' right to freedom of expression under section 33 of the Nigerian 1999 Constitution. The paper further makes a case for the abolition of the mandatory dress code in Nigeria on the ground that it was time Nigeria did away with these outdated colonial relics as it is not the dress that makes the lawyer.
Introduction
In Nigeria, the body that is vested with power to make and revise rules of professional conduct in the legal profession is the General Council of the Bar . In
England, today, however by convention rather than regulation, dark suits, black jacket and pinstripes, wig and gown, are traditionally worn in court by men. While lady barristers,wear dress and no slacks 4 . At the time of writing, the writer could not lay hands on any specific regulation by the Nigerian Bar Council specifying in detail, what the dress code of legal practitioners will be like in Nigeria, therefore from all indications, it is to be assumed and, rightly so, that the English lawyers conventional dressing code was silently adopted in Nigeria, without taking our culture and climatic conditions into consideration. , they argue that it is only proper that you do not dress flamboyantly. It is submitted that dressing alone is not always a true reflection of how the individual feels, one can also express his inner feeling through his or her general conduct in court.
History of Lawyers' Dress Code in England
At this juncture, it will be appropriate to have a look at how the lawyers in England and Wales, from where we inherited the bulk of our judicial system including our conventions at the bar have fared as far as lawyers dress code is concerned. This is very necessary, as it will enable us know if we are not trying to be more Catholic than the Pope.
In Nigeria, the lawyer's dress code and its paraphernalia of wig and gown, were inherited from England, as part of our colonial heritage, and as highlighted earlier on, after 52 years of independence we are still holding unto it. To answer the various issues raised earlier on, in this write-up, a trace of the history of Barrister's dress code in England is perhaps necessary as it will throw more light on the origin and continued relevance of Lawyer's dress code in Nigeria. History has it that, English judges and barristers began wearing wig and gown at the time of Edward II (1327-77), the fur and silk-lined robes were well-established as a mark of high judicial office.
The judicial custom changed with seasons, generally green in the summer and violet in the winter, with red reserved for special occasion. The plain black gown was adopted by most barristers in 1985, when the bar went into mourning at the death of king Charles II. They have apparently not gotten over it till date The absurdity of English judicial attire was also roundly condemned by Thomas
Jefferson, who described English judges as "mice peeping out of aakum" there is no need to go discarding something which has been out of date for at least a century"
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. From the above statement of Lord Donaldson, it is clear that even the originators of this lawyer's dress code agree openly that it has been outdated for over a century.
The Nigerian Position
Then, coming home to Nigeria, why have we continued its retention. From the foregoing, it is clear that the English barristers themselves have been debating since Lord Chancellor's Consultation paper of 1992, whether to abolish the wig and Gown or not. Why is it that no such debates have ever taken place in Nigeria?In England, the issue of constitutionality of barristers' dress code was never addressed by those attacking the wig and gown. This is probably as a result of the fact that it was adopted by convention. No English law or regulation required the wig to be worn by judges or barristers. In Nigeria, however, , are of the view that it is wrong or immoral to impose certain dress standards upon students.
They argue that it is a deprivation of the students' civil rights and therefore illegal 32 .
From the foregoing, it is clear that American Lawyers frown at any attempt to impose dress codes on students. However, in Nigeria the reverse is the case and nobody is agitating against the dress code imposed on lawyers by the Council of Legal
Education. In fact, in America, where a mathematics teacher was fired after 15 years of teaching experience, because he refused to wear slacks and a necktie, B. Webb, criticized this, and believes that teachers must first be seen as individuals to be effective and to remove this freedom of choice is to deny educators a very effective means of communication with students. From the foregoing analysis of American writers on dress code in public school in America, it is clear that any dress regulation, which infringes on the individual lawyer's right to self-expression, is unconstitutional.
Conclusion
Our 1999 constitution has guaranteed the right to freedom of expression under Section 33, it therefore follows that the mandatory dress code, as provided by the Council of Legal Education, is null and void to the extent of its inconsistency with the Constitution. If the courts in America, frown at such violation of self-expression by the imposition of uniform dressing code on secondary school students in America, how come lawyers in Nigeria are still being denied the right to express themselves in a way they like? In fact, as highlighted elsewhere in this write up, English lawyers are no longer bound to appear in law dinners in the mandatory dark suits; even the lawyers judicial attire costume has been under serious attack in England. Germany, also has no specific dress code for lawyers. It is submitted that it was high time our courts made specific pronouncement on this dress code issue to avoid propagating illegality in our judicial system. The continued retention of Lawyers' dress code gives the impression that legal profession is a regimented one. Our courts should not be seen as aiding illegality, moreover, it was time we did away with these colonial relics,
as it is not the dress that makes a lawyer.
